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It seems only a short while since I took up office as President of the Chamber but it’s very near the end of my first year already!  There is no doubt that 2011 has been a tough year but the Chamber has achieved a great deal in the year. Our lobbying for reduced parking charges produced excellent results with much reduced short term parking costs introduced. We have continued to lobby on the thorny subject of business rates and hope that 2012 will see some progress. We have remained focused on ‘Building a Better Altrincham’ and played a key role in the Altrincham Forward group.   In addition to lobbying we have provided unrivalled networking opportunities for our members to help them grow their businesses. A particular success was our Business Showcase at Lancashire County Cricket Club’s the Point which had 70 businesses showcasing their wares. Looking ahead we are constantly identifying benefits that we can bring to our members and ways in which we can continue to provide business support to a vast range of businesses. All our members have access to a large database of fellow members that enables them to interact and transact business with each other as well as provide business to business support. 2012 will no doubt bring its challenges but the Chamber will be there to help our members meet them. For more information visit www.altrinchamchamber.co.uk  Our first event of 2012 sees our MP Graham Brady speak at our New Year lunch sponsored by Bridging Finance. There are many opportunities for 2012  as the Olympics comes to Manchester and the Manchester Marathon will run through the whole of Trafford in April. Best wishes for 2012 from all at the Chamber.
